























dealing with women in some way - such as the earliest English book treating
of women in English law - and books printed by women (there were prominent
women printers in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries). She showed the first
edition of Phyllis Wheatley’s poems and told the history of this young black
woman who was the first Afro-American poet in this country. Mrs. Baskin also
collects women-related ephemera and showed us some badges used by the
Suffragettes, pins, etc.

Finally, Mrs. Baskin asked her husband to show us some of his own work.
He displayed two works, one on grotesque figures and the other on irises. He
said his wife likes irises; he hates them, but nonetheless he has produced a
magnificent book about them! As he showed the volumes and turned the
leaves, he discussed the various methods of reproduction, his ideas of how
certain details would be used, the very special papers he used, and the splendid
bindings for the edition. He was generous in answering questions asked by the
viewers, which frequently led to other comments about his work. For example,
he told us the volume on irises was printed in an edition of 35 copies at an
initial price of $5,000; the few remaining copies will sell for $9,000.

Those who brought along books for him to sign got a chance to have them
autographed, and then we had a short tour of Mr. Baskin’s barn, where he
works on his sculptures and where the Gehenna Press is currently housed. A
treat was in store for us, because busily working on repairing a press was
Hosiah Baskin, for whom Mr. Baskin wrote Hosie’s Aviary and Hosie’s Zoo.
We were able to see proofs of some of Baskin’s work. After seeing the
pressroom we said goodby to the Baskins, and so ended a very nice visit to
genial hosts.

Richard Schimmelpfeng recently retired as Director of Special Collections

of the Homer F. Babbidge Library, University of Connecticut.

GEHENNA PRESS EXHIBIT

An exhibit of Leonard Baskin’s Gehenna Press will be at the Grolier Club,
New York City, until November 28, 1992.
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BOOK FAIRS, 1992 - 1993

1992

Dec 5 The Big Paper and Coilectibles Show, Marlboro, MA

Dec 13 Garden State Antiquarian Book Fair, Springfield, NJ

1993

Jan 8-9 A B.N.J. Book Fair, East Hanover, NJ

Feb 6-7 Paper and Collectibles Show, Boxborough, MA

Mar 5-7 Washington Antiquarian Book Fair, Arlington, VA

Mar 13 Historic York Book and Paper Fair, York, PA

Mar 13 Southeastern Connecticut Antiquarian Book Fair, New London,
CT

Mar 13-14 Ephemera Thirteen Fair and Exhibition, Old Greenwich, CT

Apr 30- MARIAB Antiquarian Book Fair, Park Plaza Castle,

May 1 Boston, MA

Barbara and Rocco Verrilli
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